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Unit 03, Class 18

Between the War
Economic and Social Changes

Purpose: Does uncertainty lead to 
suspicion?
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Part One: Homework
After reading the assigned sections, complete the tasks that follow.
 Britain in the Postwar Era, pp. 748-749
 France Pursues Security, p. 750
 The Weimar Republic, pp. 754-756

1. How did the Depression impact workers in England?  How did the Depression impact the English 
government?

2. Was France greatly impacted by the Depression?  What was the over-riding theme of this time period 
in France.
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3. After WWI, Germany faced great inflation.  Examine the picture and chart.  The chart shows infla-
tion.  According to the chart, what cost 1 (DM) German Mark in 1914 cost 726,000,000,000 in 1923.  
How might this impact life?  The picture shows children playin in 1923 with blocks of monay.  How 
might German life have been impacted?

4.How did the Depression impact Germany?
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Part Two: Quality of Life
Examine this series of pictures.  These are pictures are of Anna and Richard Wagner.  Each year, they 
had a portrait taken in their home on Christmas Eve.  On the table they included those gifts they re-
ceived this year. Examine the decorations in the room.  Examine the gifts on the table.  Summarize your 
observations in writing answering the prompt: Did their lives improve?

1900 1912 1917

Group One:

Comment:

1927 1935

Group Two:
Comment:



330

Summarize your observations in writing answering the prompt: Did their lives improve?  Did events 
impact their lives?

Part Three: Turn Back Time
Section A: Video view.
The Meadows, Golding and Taylor families have left the 1920’s.  In this clip, you will see how the Mead-
ows, Golding and Taylor families will fair in the 1923’s.  Examine these questions before viewing the 
video.  During and after the video, answer these questions.

1. How do the Taylor’s react to the Depression?

2. Were the Goldings seriously impacted by the Depression?

3. Describe the impact of the Depression on the Meadows.
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4. How did England react to the economic changes? What happened in the East End?

5. Have women become freerer?

6.  What event happens at the end of the video that pulled people together out of their social roles?

Section B: Recap. The period of the 1930’s is considered a time of anxiety.  People lost jobs and homes 
and some even lost hope.  When there are changes, people sometimes look for a scapegoat. Examine 
this period of time. Does uncertainty lead to suspicion?
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Part Three: Reflecting of the Economic and Social Changes of 
the 1920’s and 1930’s
Examine the information presented in Class 17 (social changes) and Class 18 (economic changes).  The 
decades of the 1920’s and 1930’s have seen many changes.  It is now 1935 and you are 10 years old-
er. Grandparents are now 78; the teenager is now 24.  It is time to write another letter.   Reflect on the 
changes have seen over your life time.

My dearest Grandchild, Dear Grandmama,


